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FOR UNTO US

a child 1s born,

unto us a son 1s given:

and the government shall be upon his shoulder:
and his name shall be called

*WUNI]ERFUL*

COUNSE
THE MICHTY GOD

The mxfaﬂ]ng q&lﬁw

THE PRINCE OF DPFACE.
Isaiah 9:6




Calendar

December
3,10& 17 | Cotgrave 10:30am Christmas Journey
3 | Ruddington Village Event
3 | Radcliffe on Trent | Advent Fair and Community Café
8 | Bradmore Carol Snging around the village
10 & 11 | West Bridgford Christmas Tree Festival
17 & 18 | Keyworth Christmas Tree Festival
17 & 18 | West Bridgford Christmas Tree Festival

January

Sunday 29 January 10:30am at West Bridgford

Circuit Service including Thanksgivg and Dedication of Alice Rose,
daughter of Rev Simon and Sarah Rose.

Come along and celebrate in this special act of worship

February
25 | Bradmore Pancake PraiseFamily Event
25 | Keyworth 7:00pm Keylink Quiz Evening

Advance Notices
\ 4 March | Bradmore | Rainbows Quiz Night \

Please send any articles, dates and other information for thdarch to May
2017 Circuit Newsto Andy Proffitt byFriday 27 January

The next edition is expected to be @ilable in churches orSundayl9 February

Would you liketo get the Circuit News up to a week earlier?

The Circuit News is also availablelectronicallyas a PDF file. If you would like
to receive a copy please sed an emailtoAndya nd y o u’ | llectromcc
copy up to a week before the paper copies arrive.



News from around the Circuit

West Bridgford

From our strong basis of well

established and growing church
groups at West Bridgfod we continue

with our efforts to connect with our

local community and the Christmas
Tree Festival in December gives us an
excellent opportunity to consolidate
some existing friendships and develop
new ones.

For this year, we have guided the
choice of themes for the 40 trees

which will be displayed around the
church in order to be a little more
explicitly Christian in the content and
to attempt to give a bit more coherence
to the finished festival. We hope that
you will enjoy the result, and we invite
you to come along during our opening
times;

Saturday 10" December
10.00 am — 5.00 pm

Sunday 11 December
12 noon - 5.00 pm,
followed by a Carol service at 5.30 pm

Saturday 17 December
10.00 am — 5.00 pm

Sunday 18" December
12 noon—-5.00 pm,
precededby our Nativity Service at
10.30 am
and a closing celebration worship
from 4.15 pm

Over half of the trees are being
provided by community groups from

the local area, including six primary
schools and we are delighted that
many of the children from the skools

will be coming to the church during the
week to view the trees and to hear
something of the true story of the birth
of Jesus and the reason for his coming.
A team of helpers will show the
children around and lead them in
suitable activities to help hem

understand why Christians celebrate
Christmas.

We look forward to welcoming you and
other visitors from around the circuit
as we seek to engage more closely as
an interconnected group of Christians
in the local area, and weassureyou of
a warm welcane. Of course, there will
also be some homemade
refreshments available throughout the
day; morning coffee, lunches and
afternoon teas with plenty of cake.

Additionally, our Missions Committee,
with advice from the groups providing
the trees, has selectedthree charities
to benefit from any funds raised:
AL We Can’ , ( Me
devel opment ) “Act
(supporting children, young people and
their families) al
rebuild communities in Bosnia)

so pl ease doafier
your generous support. We look
forward to welcoming you.

John Heard



News from around the Circuit

Clifton

First of all, a big Thank You to all
those who have supported us or
have offered support to raise the
money for our new Boiler system
which was commissioned by late
October. This will make a
tremendous difference to our
heating control, ongoing costs and
our long term viability as a church
and community resource.

Regenerate RISE have now been
with us for several months and are
doing tremendous work with the
elderly in the local area. Three days
a week the group offer a day of
friendship and a meal. Transport is
provided by Taxi or Minibus to
enable between 45 and 60 people
to attend each day. If you have a
heart for this mission and minigry
of outreach, please get in touch
with Rev Rach, as volunteers are
always welcome!

Most recently, the Circuit Meeting
gaveits blessing for discussions to
take place into the Future
Ministries at Clifton with the
emphasis on Pioneer Ministry.
Watch ths space for further
updates as a team meet to discuss
what is required and howthe work
might be financed. Please pray for
Rev Simon Rose, Rev Rach Ward,

John Mellor, Brian Jones, and Paul
Carver as the team continue with
the discussions and investigatios
into what is possible.

Finally, we are looking forward to
our first Advent and Christmas with
Rev Rach this year, and looking
forward to her ministry over the
coming years.

Would you like to

use your creative

talentsto help builc

relationships acros
the circut?

The circuit is currently
looking for someone to be
the next editor of this
newsletter.

The Circuit News appears 4
times a year so it would
only require a small
amount of your time.

There is no set format for
how this newsletter has to
be produced.

You would have the
chance to take the
newsletter in a new
direction and to do it your
way.

Interested?
Speak to one of the
ministers or to Andy for
more details.



MEMORIAL SERVICE

“Death is not extinguishing the light; it is only putting out the lamp
because the dawn has come.” — Rabindranath Tagore

A memorial service was held at
West Bridgford Church on
Sunday 23rd October. It was a
God-gift of time and space to
remember those for whom Rev
Paul Hill had conducted funeral
services as well as an
opportunity for others to
remember loved ones who had
died.

In the peaceful setting of evening worship, we considered how the
moon’s light is actually a reflection of the sun, and that while we can
no longer see the sun, we can see its light reflected in the moon. As we
thought about the light of Christ that came into the world, a light that
the darkness can never extinguish (John 1:1-14), we were reminded
that God’s resurrection light shines
into the darkness of our grief.

We were invited to light a candle in
memory of those we love who have
died, and in return, the church gifted
each person with a rose, a symbol of
love. The service was much
appreciated by all who came from the

church and the wider community.
(Moon photo courtesy of Mark Stennett)




News from around the Circuit

Ruddington

Towards the end of the school
holidays the three Ruddington
churches held a successful three
day Holiday Club
theme for children aged 5 to 11.

Two of our members have recently
celebrated their 101st birthdays,
John in the summer and Margaret
in October, and we thak God for
their long lives, their work and their
witness.

We are now well back into the swing
of Autumn activities after the
summer break;
Men'’ s Fell owship
begun their Autumn programmes,

t he

lunch prepared by the Ruddington
W.1., followed by a short and very
enjoyable concert given by singer

whelicity Satt andJtardst Petév ®nics

on the Saturday. Simon then gave
us much food for thoughtin his
Sunday Service on the theme of the
fields being “wk
The church was decorated in the
style of a traditional harvest
festival, with plenty of fruit and
vegetables, together with old farm
implements, a pair of wellies and a
straw hat — and we had a real
Harvest loaf in the shape of a
whkiéatsimear, ' cempleten dith little
npuse, loypingly baked twy ene of our
members! The produce was taken

with interesting speakers and to The Friary afterwards.
activiti es pl anned, ‘ rst Steps’ and
‘“Tuesday Toddl!l er s’ Nowave ok faward écaadhappy,
nearly bursting at the seams, the busy time as we prepare to
“I mpact’ Yout h Gr o cebrateshe bitthrof Jesus) a tha |
there is increased membership in village Christmas Fayre on '3

t he Boys'’ Br i gad é@ecermberdve hape to Hawe various
Association. stalls and serve refreshments in

Over the weekend of B8/9t
October we celebated our Harvest
Festival, starting with a delicious

the church, and would like to
welcome our friends from the
Circuit to this.



News from around the Circuit
Bradmore

Our Havest Festival supper and
auction were well attended and
raised £336 for the Friary Dropn
Centre. The
For Al Il " with
the following weekend was also a
great success, and we are
considering ways
drumming in one of our celebration
Sunday services.

Other recent events included
Ride+Stride when we joined with
Bradmore Spire and Bunny St
Mary’'s and our
Group led by Dawn Wilby visited all
three; in total we raised £135, half

for Notts Historic Churches and the
other half will be returned to

Bradmore Spire funds.

On 22 October we hosteda talk
entitl ed “Around
photos — the travel log of a water

sci ent i ownmerber Robu r

Wilby, which wasboth informative
and entertaining — this is the
second evening talk Rob has done
for us. Donations of £288 on the
night appropriately went to Water
Aid.

Following that, on 13 November
Remembrance Sunday many of the

free
J u d e PosYatiouwvwao rdemarial ingide then

villagers of Bradmore joinedus at
11:30 for a display and
performance by the Ruddington
@adet Band, fihiEhingiwrtimthen_gst

chapel.

t Moving orctd the €lristnias skasons

we start with carol singing around
the village on 8 December, and this
year the Salvation Army Band
returns to lead our celebrations.
Our own carol service is the
following Sunday, and on the

B r aSdinday after, 18awe kookrogward

to joining our friends at Bunny for
their carols in

Our completed village survey has
proved fruitful, we have made new
contacts in the village and received
offers of help with our organisation

tahdeactiwitiesr Radicular thank8

Mark Oldham, who has taken on
the role of Hall Bookings Secretary,
to Michael Johnson who is our new
Treasurer, and a big thankyou to
Garrie Naden wo has finally retired
as Treasurer/Bookings Secretary
after what seems like a lifetime of
service! We ask for your continuing
prayers as we consider developing
new ways of doir
our village community.



News from around the Circuit
Keyworth

How often does your chuh discuss

mission and outreact? In all our

churches we have many meetings
about property, finance and planning
worship. However perhaps we should
be meeting, praying and discussing our
mission and outreach. At Keyworth
during our @nversations at Church

Council it was felt that we should
review our own Mission processes and
come up with new ways of sharing the
Good News. We have talked about
engaging with the parents and carers
of the babies, children and young
people; also older peple who all use

our premises. Perhaps by setting up
social activities and also services at
times other than a Sunday morning,
including specific Praise services.
Examples of Fresh Expressions
‘“churches’ and
more evangelical in naturavere noted.

Led by our minister we are now starting
the process of thinking about

opportunities to dream dreams and

consider where the Spirit is leading us.
Please remember us in your prayers as
we embark on seeking new ways to
connect the gospel to thosavho come

inside our doors and those outside in
our communities.

Over this last year other circuit
churches have also reflected on
mission and the Circuit produced a
Mission statement focussing around
sharing faith. Those of you who were at

Circuit meetirg had an opportunity to
hear about new initiatives such as
Pioneer Ministry and heard from the
district Fresh Expressions Pioneer
Enabler and also from the Community
Engagement Officer at West Bridgford.
We were invited to think about how
mission happens ad to consider
rediscovering mission and rémagine
church. The District has arranged a
course looking at the everhanging
nature of our society and communities
and explores why the church needs to
rethink its approach to those
communities in  meaningful ad
relevant ways.

There are thoughts and ideas that
perhaps we all can look at and
consider in our discussions and apply
to the context of our church aiming to

al t eseenwehtitiGodewants ais to docie Gur

community. The Circuit Growth Fund is
available to support ay new initiatives
we may have to grow our
congregations.

So far we have 27 trees for our biennial
festival on 17 and 18" December. Put
the date in your diary as it is open to
everyone. A suggestion has been made
that we might have a display of
photographs and captions showing the
many and various ‘church' activities
held in last year to compliment the
festival weekend. If anyone one would
like a stall for part of the weekend in
the Church Hall places are available.



__
December 2016 Ja
4 11 15 25 1 8
Service Times
Cycle of Prayer Circuit WE Clifton Gotham ROT Cotgrave
West 10.300 R Ward HC Louise D R Ward N R Ward E Horler R Ward Cow
IBridngrd 3.00] Faith & Light Faith & Light
NEZ TP 5.30 Scail Cars Ward © Soul Cafe
Clitton 1030 M Heard R Wiard M 1 Smith G R Farrow at West W Crawdord o
I'HG 11aau Bridgford
Gotham 11.00) Parish Church J Bramley Parish Church | Parish Church | Parish Church | A Barker Cov
MNG11lOHW
Radclitfe on Trent
ME12 285 10.00 D Ker J Clark D Haywood M Crawford | © Hsrwocdus L Blyth WT
400 O Haywood B
Cotgrave 1030] SFoulds D Hayeood N M Elyth [ Haywood | Cellinson O Haywood Sav
MNG12 3R
Tollerton 10.30) o Haywood HE J Melior | Collinsan C P Johns R Leake M Geeson
MGL12 AEA
Keyworth 8.30 5 Rose HC
MG12 SAH 10,150 RJones HC | R Wilcockson 5 Rose M 10.00 S Rose P Curtiz 5 Rose Cowv
4000 Christingle Tag Tims Praies
6.30 Tpim 5 Rose C
Ruddington 10.30] = Aces chrstngs D Morley L Mellor HC | L Beaumont | US & Keyworth | Louise D
ME11BEF *Ass | Simith
6.00 Spm S Rose C
IBHdI‘I\OI\e 10.15] ve Bunny Loam SRos= A Barker HC D Kerr % Buray 10am 1 Mellor
MG11l8PE Jpmi Cerole Bunny

Please send all requests for the next Plan to John Mellor by 23 January 2017

Christmas Eve Services

West Bridgford 4 00pm Christingle
Cotgrave 7:00pm Carol Service
West Bridgford 11.00pm Holy Communion
Radcliffe on Trent 11 30pm Holy Communion
Keyworth 11 30pm Holy Communicn



inuary 2017 I?f:lzlruar},r 2017
15 22 28 5 iz 15 26
Tollerton Keyworth Ruddington Bradmaore Cirguit WE Cliftorn
M Heard L Beaurnont § L Mellor G5 A Jones HC R Ward M Blyth* D Haywood
Faith & Light *Ess iy R Ward
sircuit Soul Café

R Ward R Farrow Senvice R Ward HC P Johins R Johnson R Ward

Parish Church | Parish Churchll 10:30&am J Parish Church E Horler Parizh Church | Parish Church
at
O Haywood Cor R Ward West O Haywood HG | D Morley WT W Heard 5 Foulds
Bricigford
5 Foulds L Blyth M Blyth D Haywood HE | L Beaumont J Mellar
Thanksgiving
R lohnson D Haywood Cov and M Geeson® J Smith D Haywoed HE | M Crawford
Dedication [ =4es L ssaumens

5 Rose HC R Ward HC

JClark® WT M Lesz Including S Rose HC D Kerr us & 2t Marys P Curtis
*Azs R Farrow Children Tew Time Fraas

WPCLI & Cath and 5 Hose HC
R Wilcockson | 5 Rose Cov HCR YP Church R Leske | Collinson J Clark S Rose HC
5 Rose

5 Rose Cov K Jones = Bunny 106m 5 Rose HC F lohns M Lees

Key

BS = Bereavement Service

G = Carols

Cov = Covenant Service
5 = Circuit Service
HC = Holy Communion

N = Nativity Service
Soul Café = Contemporary café-style worship

S = United Service

WPCL = Week of Prayer for Christian Linity

WT = Worship Together




Lectionary Readings (Year A December 2016 to February 2017

4 Dec Second Sunday of Advent
AM Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7,18-19 Romans 15:413 Matthew 3:1-12
PM 1 Kings 18:17-39 Psalm 11 John 1:1928
11 Dec Third Sunday of Advent
AM Isaiah 35:1-10 Ps 146:5-10 or Lk1:46bf James 5:710 Matthew 11:2-11
PM Isaiah 5:830 Psalm12 Acts 13:1341 John 5:31-40
18 Dec Fourth Sunday of Advent
AM Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7,17-19 Romans 1:17 Matthew 1:18-25
PM 1 Samuel 1:1-20 Psalm 113 Revelation 22:621 Luke 1:39-45
25 Dec Christmas Day
AM Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14 (15-20)
PM Isaiah 62:6-12 Psalm 97 Titus 3:47 Luke 2:1-7 (8-20)
1 Jan First Sunday after Christmas
AM Isaiah 63:7-9 Psalm 148 Hebrews 2:1018 Matthew 2:13-23
PM Isaiah 49:7-13 Psalm 132 Philippians 2:311 Luke 2:41-52
8 Jan First Sunday after Epiphany
AM Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 29 Acts 10:3443 Matthew 3:13-17
PM Joshua 3:18,14-17 Psalm 46 Hebrews1:112 Luke 3:1522
15 Jan Second Sunday after Epiphany
AM Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 40:1-11 1 Corinthians 1:19 John 1:2942
PM Ezekiel 2:13:4 Psalm 96 Galatians 1:11:24 John 1:4351
22 Jan Third Sunday after Epiphany
AM Isaiah 9:14 Psalm 27:1,49 1 Corinthians 1:1018 Matthew 4:12-23
PM Ecclesiastes 3:111 Psalm 33:1-12 1 Peter 1:312 Luke 4:14-21
29 Jan Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
AM Micah 6:1-8 Psalm 15 1 Corirthians 1:18-31 Matthew 5:1-12
PM Genesis 28:1022 Psalm 34:1-10 Philemon 116 Mark 1:21-28
5 Feb Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
AM Isaiah 58:1-9a Psalm 112:1-9 1 Corinthians 2:%+12 Matthew 5:13-20
PM Amos 2:416 Psalm 4 Ephesians 4:1732 Mark 1:29-39
12 Feb Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
AM | Deuteronomy 30:1520 Psalm 119:1-8 1 Corinthians 3:19 Matthew 5:21-37
PM Amos 3:18 Psalm 13 Ephesians 5:317 Mark 1:40-45
19 Feb Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
AM | Leviticus 19:1-2,9-18 Psalm 119:33-40 1 Cor 3:1011,16-23 Matthew 5:3848
PM Amos 9:515 Ps 18:1-19 (or 20-29) Ephesians 6:320 Mark 2:1-12
26 Feb Last Sunday before Lent
AM Exodus 24:1218 Psalm 2 or Psalm 99 2 Peter 1:16-21 Matthew 17:1-9
PM 2 Kings 2:1-12 Psalm 84 Matthew 17:9-23
Church Contacts Worship Resources
Bradmore Anne Shirtcliffe | 984 3042 CL HP MCB MG NIV P Se8EPO STF
Clifton Paul Carver 07971 093952 CL HPMWB P SoRl STF
Cotgrave Lynda Blyth 989 4670 CLHP MG MWB P Bb2 SPO
email | lyggyblyth72@gmail.com
Gotham Pauline Butler 983 0394 HP
Keyworth Don & Jennifer Anderson | 937 2687 CL HP MG MWB NIV P SoF1 STF
email | beechlea@ntlworld.com
Radcliffe Brenda Holmes 01949 839486 CL HHP MWB NIV P SeBWL
Ruddington Brian Farrow 921 2662 CLHP MWB P SoFl SPO
email | b.farrow001@btinternet.com
Tollerton Yvonne Shorten 937 2160 CL HP MP MWB Sofl
West Bridgford | Hugh Crawford 974 6883 CL MG MWB P STF

CL = @pyright Licence

MP = Mission Praise

H = Hymngquest

HP = Hymns & Psalms MCB = Methodist Communion Book MG = Music Group
MWB = Methodist Worship Book
SoF =Songs of FellowshipSPO = Self Playing Organ

NIV = NIV Pew Bibles
STF = Singing the Faith

P = Digital Projector
WL = Worship Leader



News from around the Circuit
Radcliffe on Trent

Begin Again

As | write this, the words of the
children's song 'Michaeal Finegan'
echo in my ears, from Little Angels’
song time, as | too 'begin again' to
get to know children and young
people in a church, this time,
Radcliffeon-Trent.

It has been great meeting all the
young families at the Little Angels
toddler group and all the very
friendly people at church in
Radcliffe and around the circuit.
Everyone is s@ncouraging.

We had an enjoyable church
anniversary weekend. After an
evening safari supper (with many
introductions) the church family,
who have been ably assisted by
Revd David Haywood, had a
breakfast and  workshopstyle
Sunday morning  celebration.

?1"7 i ® ¥
7 i)
&l

The oldest to the youngest enjoyed
bacon sandwiches and handsn

activities such as planting bulbs
and scooping up salt to make spice
bags for refugees to cook simple
meals. Teenagers ably rehearsed a

drama about belonging, prayers
were prepared in creativestations
and Bible readings explored.
Finally, as we came together for all
age worship those who had
rehearsed music and drama helped
us all worship in many ways
including; reflecting upon the
messages on a banner that had
been made and experiencing a
short film (with song) that along
with  bulb planting and salt
scooping, helped us consider

letting our love grow. An uplifting
experience.



As the new post of Children and
Family = Worker develops in

Radcliffe, 1 have wondered what
else | can do as so much igoing on
already!

[BGENERRTEE

During November, | will have
trained and then attended

3generate, the Methodist Young
People's conference in Swindon for
those aged 823, as a helper. The

young people, who enjoy many
activities and forms of worship
there will prepae a manifesto for

conference explaining what they, as
part of the Methodist Church, are
concerned about and would like to
see. (Children's workers also
prepare a manifesto for

conference).

All this leads up to an exciting
opportunity for children and gung
people to meet the current Youth
President, Tim Annan, when he
visits us in the circuit on Sunday
March 26th at 6pm in Cotgrave. So,
please note the date if you are
involved with children and young
people.

Together with you, the Nottingham
South Cirwit, we can all help
encourage young people to find out
about Jesus and develop their
Christian faith in a way that is
relevant to them.

As we learned at our anniversary we
can all ' Let it Grow Let the Love
Inside you Show!

www.methodist.org.uk/misson/3g
enerate/before-and-after-
3generate/3generate-manifestos

Helen Roberts

Children and Family Worker
Radcliffeon-Trent Methodist
Church


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj41LCHr_TPAhUKPhQKHWktBiMQjRwIBw&url=http://www.methodist.org.uk/mission/3generate&psig=AFQjCNHMO6F1RU6jNlXGs9pEO5chw6tZKA&ust=1477430336969253

Fundsfor the Chf'iS"'mGS Fayr'e

ening Doors
"'é(,m,fmt, Saturday 3™ December

Engagemert 10:30am-2pm

Begin your Christmas Journey with us!
Contemporary visuals, Craft activities,
Nativity displays and lots of trees!
Light lunches available from 12 noon, mince
pies and a cuppa anytime. Gifts, Cakes and
Tombola and much more. ..

Or join us for COFFEE
Saturday 10™ December

& Saturday 17™ December
10:30am—12 noon.

cotgrave Methodist Church ./




Christmas Tree

4  Festival =<

=

At Keyworth Methodist Church
Selby Lane

Saturday 17th December
10.00 — 16.00

e and
ﬁ Sunday 18th December
11.30 —16.00

Come and see trees etc. decorated by
local groups and charities.
Music throughout the day.

Delicious refreshments and light
lunches available!

No admission charge



This is my story this is my song

It is 60 years ago this autumn since oar e taking a S
| asked Jesus Christ to be my Compton and you Andy will be the
Saviou and friend. | had been pr eac hled haver preached
singing about him, even in Open Air before and my good friend said |
events, but it was only an evening will take three reasons why you

at what we would now call a Holiday shoul dndét preach
Bible Club that | made a personal

response to the love of God for me. | was learning that sometimes
ot hers see God’ s
It was at the same village Methodist do not see ourselves. | was never
Chapel that myolder brother also going to be an upfront preacher. |
became a Christian. Our other was very shy. So it was 50 years
brother now worships there. It ago | started preaching and ifiact |
continues to be a vital place of struggled to finish the sermon so
Christian growth with an extension sang a solo to end a sermon on
in recent years. During the next 10 faith from Romans 1. We still sing
years | continued singing about the song “Great |
Jesus and my parents paid for me
to have singing lessons. Singing The combination of preaching and
was all sorts from folk, church singing has continued until quite
music and the big works like J S recently. As at that first service
Bach’ s St Matthew ®mrgs saidosermon have hbeans
quite tough being a follower of intertwined- sometimes on my own,
Jesus at boarding school and | had sometimes with others including
many struggles. my wife.

University life saw real growth in my Preaching and singing have taken

understanding of Jesus and also place in a wide variety of situations.
the singing continued. We formed Yes, inside church buildings but
a Gospel folk group that sang in also in pubs, hotels, schools,
church buildings, coffee bars, youth beaches, promenades, eve in the
clubs and for International sea on one occasion. Also village
Students. Yes, my international greens, parks and shopping
student interest started a long time centres. Sometimes with visual
ago! aids and painting, alongside actors
and other singers. What a privilege
However, it was 50years ago this we have in this country of being
autumn that a good friend came able to share good news in the
into my student room and said. public arena. In &ter life it has been

oOWed (the Christian Union group)



a great honour a privilege to preach
in Kenya and Burundi.

Of course message and methods
change according to type of people:
Christians and norChristians,

young, old and in the middle or very
mixed up. It has been a great
respongbility but also a privilege to

use my voice to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ in so many
situations.

Styles of music change and
develop. Music can help in the
Christian life and witness so much.
Music can help us proclaim the
Good News to the unbékver. Most

of us struggle to pray and songs can
be prayers of deep intercession or
response to messages. Songs can
also help us get the Bible into our
system. Some songs are very
helpful when people cannot read
the Bible for themselves because
they cannotread or cannot afford

books. In British history many
thousands learnt the Bible truths

through songs. Songs can reinforce
the sermon or help it move on

either through a solo, choir or a
congregational item.

This autumn | am quietly thanking
God for Hs goodness during 60
years of following Him and 50 years
of formally speaking for Him. In
heaven | will have my proper,
singing voice back which will be
great.

Andrew J M. Barker

Cotgrave Methodist Church

Nativity Service
Sunday 11th Dec

-3 10:30am

All Age service to retell the Christmas Story.

Everyone Welcome

Christmas Eve
Carol service




BLESS SREBRENICA THIS CHRISTMAS!

Chrigmas and a new baby go
together. A new baby is a joy and
one more mouth to feed. And if, like
most parents in Srebrenica, you are
either without a job, or on a low
income, you need help. And without
it what do you
not to have babies, o to move
elsewhere. Either way the
population of Srebrenica declines,
its future dies.

Zlatko and Nada live in Srebrenica.
They have young children. They
want to stay there; want their
children to have a future there. And
now they can, because ofBless
Srebrenica,a fund created by the
Church in Srebrenica to support
young families. Every Serb family
gifted with a new baby during the
year receives at Christmas a gift of
money with which to bless the new
life.

Mostly we remember Srebrenica as
the place d a terrible massacre of
Bosnijak (Muslim) men by a Serb
army in 1995. But Serb (Christian)
families—Z1 at ko’ s—alsm c |
suffered during the 1990s war
which nearly tore Bosnia apart.
Today, in Srebrenica, Serb and
Bosnijak communities live uneasily
together, divided by painful
memories, and conflicting political
narratives about the war.

‘“We get on wel |l
Bosnijak neighbo
“but l i fe here i

us. Too many people outside
Srebrenica just want to pointo the
past, using its name, but not

d o ?helping uits r meople.e Byp Bless

Srebrenica has helped us to stay.

Now we' ' re encour
families to do t
SANA has been working in

Srebrenica for over four years now.
We support equally projects chosen
by the church and the mosque,
helping some of the most needy

people there to feel more secure,
building bridges of hope between
the two communities.

Christmas is coming to Srebrenica.
The church there is small. Members
on low incomes are supporting
other members on low incomes. In
the name of Jesus, a baby born of
loving parents into an insecure
world, they are asking you to bless
their needy young families.

uded

Please send us your gift, a cheque
payabl e t o SANA
Srebrenica’ wack. t
Zel ena and ZIl atk
And a bl essed Ch

You want to know more about
SANA’' s wor k i n :
our website.www.sanauk.org



